
Recommendations: Physical Planning for Skateboarding 
 

• Pavement and sidewalk conditions have a great impact on where skaters choose to 
travel, because accidents due to poor pavement condition are the most frequent 
cause of injury for people skating for transportation. Recommendation: To prevent 
injuries base decision of where skating is allowed, whether on streets or 
sidewalks, based partly on pavement condition. 

 
• Skateboards integrate very well into multi-modal trips. This boosts active 

transportation rates and transit ridership, increases the service area of transit since 
skaters’ range is greater than that of pedestrians, and reduces auto traffic and parking 
demand in dense areas. Allow up to a two-mile catchment area from transit stops for 
skateboarding, and work with transit agencies on language which explicitly allows 
skateboards aboard busses, subways, and trains. Recommendation: Encourage 
skateboarding integrated into transit trips through regulatory legalization and 
planning. 

 
• Include curb ramps in areas along recommended skate routes in places where 

sidewalks are the designated space for skaters. Most skateboards can jump over 
small obstacles such as curbs, but some boards specially designed for longer distance 
skating are not able to change levels. Recommendation: Curb ramps are needed in 
order to accommodate all skateboards. 

 
• Skating speed and range are similar to those of bicycling, and many skaters are 

comfortable using bike lanes. Recommendation: Consider grouping skateboards 
and bikes as a single mode for purposes of physical infrastructure planning.  

 
• Street markings in paint and thermoplastic can be very slippery when wet, reducing 

friction and increasing risk to skaters. Recommendation: avoid heavy use of street 
markings in areas where skaters are expected. 

 
• Many study respondents reported driving to skate parks because auto traffic or terrain 

made them inaccessible by skateboard. Recommendation: Make sure that skate 
parks are accessible by skateboard. 

 
• Regulate skating based on behaviors and zones. Avoid designating specific skating 

routes; because there is a lot of variation in the types of boards and types or riding it’s 
uncommon to find single streets which accommodate all skaters well. An example of 
zone-based regulation in Portland OR bars skaters from downtown sidewalks but 
grants them the same rights and responsibilities as cyclists throughout the rest of the 
city. Recommendation: regulate skaters’ rights and responsibilities as a mode 
throughout municipalities rather then confining them to specific routes within 
them. 

 
These guidelines are summarized from Skateboarding as Transportation: Findings from 

an Exploratory Study by Tessa Walker. For more visit 
www.skatestudypdx.wordpress.com 

http://www.portlandoregon.gov/transportation/article/405782
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